Mary Hilliard Hinton and the antisuffragists

he Senate galleries were

packed. North Carolina's

senators were about to vote on
one of the most controversial issues
of the day. The atmosphere was so
tense that the Senate decided to do
something it had never done before.
Public seating areas were officially
divided. Woman's suffrage
supporters sat on the left side of the
gallery, antisuffragists on the right.
The trademark colors of the
suffragists—yellow and white—
could be seen on banners, badges,
and armbands, while the
antisuffragists distributed red roses.

The stakes were high, and the
eyes of the entire country were turned
toward Raleigh. As of August 17,
1920, thirty-five states had ratified
the Nineteenth Amendment to the
United States Constitution,
nicknamed the Susan B. Anthony
amendment in honer of the pioneer
suffragist. Only one more state was
needed to ratify the amendment to
grant women the right to vote. But
none of the remaining states had
strong suffrage movements; none
were considered certain to ratify.
Observers considered North Carolina
guestionable at best.

Others were more certain that
North Carolina would firmly reject the
Nineteenth Amendment. Mary
Hilliard Hinton, leader of the
antisuffrage movement in the state,
had argued against enfranchising
women for years. The most
prominent figure in the movement,
she had helped organize the state's
two antisuffrage associations. Hinton

By Elna Green

WE SERVE THAT DUR STATE MAY LIVE; AND LIVING PHESERVE THE UMION
NORTH CAROLINA BRANCH

The Southern League for the Rejection of the
Sugan B, Anthony Amenbdment
HEADOUARTERS: HOTEL RALEIGH, RALEICH, N. C.

July /2 1920,
IPrepEeT H, . Bmasck ‘{-'I Ll f— }}l p
Mise Marr Hudises Himton, - ! ‘I:-'(r_ S
Miwresr Pilisapms, TLALTGN

TreiaimEs
unE H, M. Bowkea,
EanEmIn

Thn women of North Carcolina
tiaa danger whioch threatena wl I.,u
prganisad a bf.l:.::::'-l of the Bouthern Leagus for the
siadection of the 3uesan B, Authony Amendment. As
ol kll.:.ll.'? tremendous out of satatle 1,.|,_, sura will he
P s 2 e
Aan, Joimrm THOGAT cu.....-,l..,\;-w; 0 Laur oo our 4(-":'- Eurg ac its spacinl
T wamir
Min Bimmisy Cuitsited; gasuion, convening shortly.
Tuuverem

Hak ¥ M, i,
R P, Iy 8, Niiees

Tully alive Lo
AP EMADS 1
e apremacy, havae
Man Asmer L. Hansi
Marmmn
Vocu-Iel e
Mas. Gumame LaT,

The 3ulfs aay: "It's bound to come." Don't

““wltm':m“."*""" b minled by that propaganda. The Oowrmans said
sun, &, W, Oams, they would be in Paris by Chrietmss, but they ware
mrans

mistakan.

Wi, Ouokin THOMFSOS,
Momgear CoET

EIBITIPA  COMMETIRE

Hhall Nerth Caroliss be the atate to force

M T kemm T Do lawns P e :

om0 T werwmes UPoH Dolawawice, Maryland, Vieginla, South Carcline,

:_:: ;“ff- s Georgia, Alabama, Miseissippi and Loulsiana an amend=

Mg, MysELY ALLED mant whioh the people of those states have already
AUTLBSET BOAR rojected?

Joszrm Thount CHLABHIRE
Ravmmm

Tadiman FOLL,
WARRENTIS

Te. McHAND DILLARS,
L

W. F. Grass;
HALRIGR

Conowsl, WILEOH 3, [4uz,
WILLIMBTOR

B W, Woemok Ju,
TLALEISE

IT Horth Carclinae ratifies, her Represanta-
tives ln Congress will have no grounds on which to
Join the wther Bouthern men in opposlng the thrae
Foros Bills now pending.

The fight i3 cn - the i1ssues are clear - wharse
Juzon (lmeeow Bomnraen de you stand?

Wit RO TN
W M. WILLAMEIH,

e ) IT you Dbelieve in the principle of local sgelf
. government, if you think that the 01d North Btste is
BaLEiEH

8till able Lo mapege her own affairs, if you objleot
to giving Congress at Washington the power to¢ control
locsl elections, then speak or write to your Senator
ahd Representatives asking them to reject the Anthony
Amendment and send us your name, and some money If
you ¢an, bub yoéur name anyway. Flease show this 11t-
orature te your friende and ask them to do the sawma.

Tours slncerely,

?{tuu— = ?1_“- ' 3 sgident,
'Lj fxz— /& fu(-f f_ j’- /j

%"ﬂ-«aa— -9, 21 i T - 4 |

- A {tC(-r.p-r;’Qfs-I;

?}}m J Q{a_fif," Lébp-dﬂnﬁf{tmf

Mary Hilliard Hinton, a leader in the aniisuffrage movement, argued against woman's suffrage in
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The antisuffragists had good
reason to feel confident about the
outcome of the legislative vote. They
were from important political families

that held much political and economic
influence. Antisuffrage women had
had husbands in the legislature,
uncles in the governor's mansion, and

felt certain the antisuffragists had
enough votes in the state Senate to
prevent ratification.
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Morth Carclinians were greatly divided over the issue of woman's suffrage, as illustrated in s
scene (Above) on Raleigh's Fayetteville Streatl, where the Morth Caroling Equal Suffrage
Association and the antisuffrage States” Rights Defense League had headguarfers aimost next
door to each othar.

Housewives !

You do not nesd & ballot to clean out your sink
spout, A bandful of potush and some bolling
water la gquicker and cheaper.

If new tinware be rubbed all over with {reah lard,
then thoroughly heated before using, it will
naver rust.

Usa vaimenl on & damp cloth to clenn white palnt.|

. Controd ntt tha temper makes o happler home than

control of electlons, |

When bolling flah or fowls, add julce of half a
lamon to the water to prevent discoloratlon,

Calery can be freshensd by being left over night in
& solutlon of salt and walar.

Good ocooking lessens alccholle craving gquicker
than & vole

Why wvota for pure food laws, whan your husband
doas that, while you can purifly your loe-bozx
with saleratus water?

Common sense and common salt applications stop
hamorrhage guicker than ballots,

Clean your mirrors with water to which a Uttls
glyoerine has bean added This prevents steam-
lng and smoking.

Bulpho naphthol and elbow grease drive out bugw
quicker than political hot alr,

To drive out mice, scatter small pleces of camphor
In cupboards and dmwers. Feddlers and suffs
are harder to scare.

| I R T el
This prosuffrage
poster (Near right)
aftempled to rermind
et who already had
the vole wheare they
came from. The
antisuffrage pamphiet
(Far right, top and
botfom) mixed hints
for cooking and
cleaning, then
considarad the most
acceptabie of female
tasks, with
antisuffrage
propaganda.
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To remove shine from serge, sponge with hot waler
and vinegar and preas In usual mannar,

Clean houses and good homes, which cannot be
provided by legislation, keep children healthler
and heppler than any number of uplift laws.

Butter on a fresh burn takes out the sting. DBut
what removes the sting of politleal defeat?

Clean dirty wall paper with fresh bread.

When washing colored hoslery, a little salt in tha
water will prevent colors from runolng.

If mn Anti swallows blchleride, glve her whitea of
aggs, but if it"s a suff, glve her a vola.

Spot Removers

The following methods for removing spots and
stalneg will be found eMcaclous.

Grass stelns may be removed from linen wtth
aleohol. |

Frult stains may be removed In the same wWay, I‘-'rut
hot alechol works gquicker,

To remove axle greass, soften frst with lard,
Kerosene removes vasellne marks,
Bour milk removes |nk spots.

Discolorations and stalne on bath enmmel may be
removed by turpaniing,

Leather atalne on light colored hoslery may be
removed by borax.

There |8, however, no method known by which
mud-stalned reputations may be cleansed aftor
pitter political campalgnas.



cousins in Congress. Their families
owned plantations down east and
textile mills in the Piedmont Region.
And they believed they had a great
deal to fear from woman's suffrage.
The antisuffragists often claimed
that women’s pure and noble nature
would be spoiled by entering politics.
They often predicted that veting would
harm motherhood and womanhood,
but they actually had other concerns
about woman's sufirage. The “anti's”
included women like Sallie Mayo

North Caraling,

By Elna Green

hile many Morth Carolinians

believed that women ought to
be allowed to vote, the most active
and prominent suffragists were
white women of the urban middle
class. Suffrage organizations
refused to admit African American

Cameron, whose husband,
Bennehan Cameron, was a planter
and railroad magnate, and like
Gabrielle Waddell, whose husgband,
Alfred Waddell, was a former United
States congressman and a leader
against black enfranchisement.
These antisuffragists were not
actually afraid of voting themselves.
They believed it was dangerous to let
other women vote.

Antisuffragists feared that women
would vote for reforms that they

opposed, such as laws for equal pay
or to regulate child labor. MNorth
Carolina's textile industry relied
heavily on the cheap labor of women
and children for its profits.
Opponents of woman's suffrage
worried that women would vote in a
block outside the two major political
parties. They feared such a vote
would throw current politicians out of
office and cause the Democratic
Party to lose control over the state
government.

Gertride Wail of Goldsharo (Far ieft) was a driving force in the woman's suffrage movement in

Gertrude Weil: suffragist leader

women into their ranks, regardless of
how dedicated they might be to the
goal of woman's suffrage.

Gertrude Weil (18753-1971),
president of the state’s Equal Suffrage
League in 1920, came from a wealthy
tamily in Goldsboro. Having graduated

in 1901 from Smith College in
Massachusetts, she was very well !
educated for a woman of that time. !
As an unmarried woman, Weil did I
not have as many domestic
responsibilities as most other women
had. She was able to devote her
entire adult life to public service,
religious activities, and a variety of
reform movements.,

Like many suffragists, Weil first
joined her local woman'’s club. Club
women often worked to solve some
of the problems of urban life. They
raised money to build new schools,
built playgrounds for poor children,
and established public libraries.

Club women sometimes pushed
for social reforms such as stricter
child labor laws. These efiorts often
met with opposition from those in
power, and the women soon
learnad to resent their lack of !
political clout. Gertrude Weil and
other activist women learned that
politicians listened to voters but
quietly ignored all others. The
suffrage movement was borm when |
Weil, and others like her, concluded |
that women needed the vote in
order to help others. [

worm by some suffragists.

This yellow and white banner belonged fo Gertrude Weail. Bannars like these hung in woman's suffrage headguarters and may have also been
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After tabling the woman's suffrage amendment, Narth Carolina legislators sent this telegram to the Tennessee General Assambly, urging the
members o vole It down. Thay angued that suffrage should not be forcad upon the statas that had already voted against it. Tennassee passed the

Ninateenth Amendmant, securing its ratification.

Most of all, however,
antisuffragists in Narth Caroclina
opposed lefting black women vote.
They warned that any possible good
to come from enfranchising educated
white women would be more than
offset by masses of poor black
women entering the voting booths.
Black voters would return the state
to the “dark days of Reconstruction”
(1865-1877), when former slaves
held political pewer and white
supremacy seemed doomed. One
antisuffragist poster pleaded “in the
Mame of Virginia Dare, that Morth
Carolina Remain White."

This fear of black voters might
seem illogical, considering that North
Carolina had disfranchised its black
population back in 1901 by reqguiring
literacy for voling. Literate black
voters were kept away from the polls
by threats and other pressures. But
the antisuffragists feared these
methods would not keep black
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women from voting. They warned
that the literacy requirement would
not work, for the “colored people are
decreasing their percentage of
illiteracy very tast, especially among
their women and girls.”
Antisuffragists were not willing to
sit back and allow such a threat to
white supremacy to go
unchallenged. In May 1920 they
formed two organizations to fight
against woman's suffrage: the
Secuthern Rejection League, a
women's organization headed by
Mary Hilliard Hinton, and the
States’ Rights Defense League, a
men's group led by William Holt
Williamson, a textile manufacturer.
Both groups had members from the
state's wealthiest families, including
Samuel A. Ashe, Raleigh newspaper
editar; Elizabeth Cheshira, wife of
Episcopal bishop Joseph Blount
Cheshire; and Musette Kitchin, wife
of former Governor and

Congressman William Kitchin.

By the time the Morth Carclina
legislature met that August to debate
the Nineteenth Amendment, the
antisuffragists had spent the summer
hard at work. They had published a
newspaper called the States’
Defense, which described all the
reasons they opposed woman's
suffrage. They also held public
rallies and sent petitions to their
legislators urging them to vote
against the amendment.

The House of Representatives,
hoping to avoid the issue as long as
possible, decided to table the
amendment until after all other
business of the session had been
completed. That move put pressure
on the Senate, which scheduled a
vote for August 17. After five hours
of debate, the Senate paused to
vote. Then, in a surprise move,
Lindsay C. Warren of Beaufort
County moved to table the



Thiz political cartoon shows an antisuffragist
fighting against time to stop the passage of the
Ninateanth Ameandment.

amendment until the next session
of the legislature. Warren claimed
that the members of the current
legislature had been elected before
it was known they would be voting
on this momentous issue.
Therefore, the local voters did not
get the chance to express their
opinion on the issue by voting for a
candidate based on his position on
woman's suffrage.

The senators agreed with Warren,
by a vote of twenty-five to twenty-
three. The amendment was dead in
Morth Carolina. Antisuffragists were
jubilant. They believed they had
successfully defeated another
challenge to white supremacy. But
their celebration was short-lived.
The next day, Tennessee voted to
ratify, providing the final vote
needed. Women in North Caralina,
both black and white, were to be
enfranchised. The action of another
southern state had made it possible.

HEY STop!
YoU CAN'T
DELIVER

AND TIME FLIES 2

Definitions

An issue is controversial if it sparks strong Opposition to an idea is shown by working or

disagreement on both sides. speaking against it.

Antisuffragists cpposed a woman's right to vote. Someone whe has clout has influence, political

Suffragists supported a woman's right to vote, strength, or the power to make decisions.

When |legislators vote to pass a bill and make it law, White supremacy is the practice or idea of keeping

it is ratified. white people in power.

Allowing people to have a say in matters that affect Literacy is the ability to read and write. llliteracy is

them, usually through the right to vote, is the lack of that ability.

enfranchising them. If people have their vote taken

away, they are said 1o be disfranchised. Petitions are written requests signed by many people.

A prominent person is well known or important. When legislators decide not to vote on a bill, they
table it.

A magnate is a person of great rank or power in a

certain area of business or industry. Semething of great importance can be described as
momentous.

Changes or improvements to a situation are called

reforms.




